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What is a Basset Hound?

The Basset Hound is a short-legged breed of dog of the hound family. They are scent hounds, bred to hunt 
rabbits by scent. Their sense of smell for tracking is second only to that of the Bloodhound. The name Basset 
derives from the French word "bas" meaning "low;" "basset" meaning, literally, "rather low" .

The Basset Hound is often considered a friendly breed. Bassets are friendly and welcome the opportunity to 
make new friends. For this reason they are an excellent pet for families with children and other pets. 

In fact, it is recommended that since Bassets are "pack" animals, if the Basset must be left alone on a daily basis 
during the daytime while the family is away, a second pet in the family will keep a Basset out of "trouble". 
Bassets hate to be alone. 

Bassets might howl or bark when they want something or to suggest that they think something is wrong (like a 
storm is coming). They also use a low, murmuring whine to get attention, which sounds to many owners as 
though their Bassets are "talking." This whine is also used by the hound to beg (for food or treats) and varies in 
volume depending on the nature of the individual hound and length of time it has been begging.  


